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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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have become confounded by this command thinking it an impossible task, and I suppose it would be if taken literally. When we realize, however, that he is talking about an attitude of heart toward God that expresses a relationship of children, dependant upon a Father, it is not hard to see why we should be continually mindful to pray.  It is this link with God, through prayer, which makes us prudent in all the right aspects of our lives. 


     For many years I thought of prayer in a formal way but over the years have come to realize that prayer is simply a personal communication with God and we can do it any time in any place. Jesus gave a clue when He, (in contrast to those who stood on the street to be seen of men) said "But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret"; (Matt 6:6)


     Unfortunately, a shortcoming of many of us as Christians is that we just don't pray as much as we should. But, just like the child who seeks and follows the direction of his parents, live wholesome and happy lives, so those who seek God through prayer lead righteous and happy lives that lead to eternity with Him. 


     Are you constant in prayer?


                                   


                                 Joe Phillips











     Many turn away from the Lord because of things they have to give up.  Are the sacrifices worthwhile?  Let us consider three things that are worth sacrificing for:  an eternal reward, peace of mind, and enduring happiness.  Ask yourself, “What would I give up now to have . . .?”


An Eternal Reward


     Who would you ask if you wanted to know what makes life worthwhile?  Would you ask someone who is just beginning, or one who has failed?  Surely not!  Notice the winners in Revelation 7:9-17.  They had come out of the great tribulation by martyrdom, the ultimate sacrifice.  Yet, they bask in the presence of God as He heals their wounds and comforts their sorrows.  They no longer hunger or thirst.  God wipes away every tear.  Which of these would choose a different path?


     If these had regrets, they would probably be, “I wish I had become a Christian sooner,” or, “I would be more diligent in my service so that I could influence more people to share in these blessings.”  None would say, “It was a mistake.  I wasted my time worshipping God.  I wish I had played football instead of praying and studying.”


     But what about the failures, the people who wanted to live life to its fullest by indulging the flesh?  Would they not tell us that they chose the things of less value—the worthless things (Psalm 119:37)?  Activities that once brought fleeting pleasure (Hebrews 11:25f). bring them joy no longer.  What a tragedy to hear one say, “I have made the greatest of all possible mistakes.”  Would they not plead with us to save our souls and to tell their families, “lest they 








builds self-control.  Self-control develops character.  Therefore, sacrifice is essential to our well-being (James 1:3-4, 12). 


     What enduring happiness can the world offer?  “When the whirlwind passes by, the wicked are no more, but the righteous have an everlasting foundation.” (Proverbs 10:25).  Life is “even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away” (James 4:14).  When people see how short their time is, they become bitter.  Sickness and troubles make them disappointed and disillusioned with life.  “Therefore I hated life because the work that was done under the sun was grievous to me, for all is vanity and grasping for the wind? (Ecclesiastes 2:17).  Time is running out.  What then?


     Without Christ we cannot expect eternal life, enjoy peace of mind, and find true happiness.  We live, work, and in a few years, get sick and die—then eternity.  What then of our choice we make now?  To live with God eternally is worth anything we may have to sacrifice.  And, besides, we will have to give up all worldly things in a few years anyway.  Why not now, when we can exchange, by sacrificing, for a relationship that will last throughout eternity?  Then we can look forward each day to live and, finally, to the return of our dear Lord.  Sacrifice now or later.  Which will it be?


_____________________________








Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.


(Col 3:16)








					





Is Christianity Worth the Sacrifices?


By 


Lee Forsythe








also come to this place of torment” (Luke 16:28)?


Peach of Mind


     Christ offers peace of mind.  Without this peace we are at the mercy of guilt.  Guilt is self-directed hate.  It gnaws and destroys.  Suicide is its bitter fruit, even among our youth.  Yet, premature death is not the answer; forgiveness is.  God is eager to forgive (Hebrews 8:12).  He teaches us how to forgive ourselves and others (Ephesians 4:32), and how to guild relationships (Philippians 2:3-4).  He shows us how to enjoy life abundantly (John 10:10).


     We have peace of mind because God will provide for our physical needs (Matthew 6:31-33).  Christians even have peace about the future.  We know God rules in the kingdoms of men (Revelation1:5).  As Alexander Maclaren said, “Peace of mind is not the absence of trouble, but the presence of God” (Philippians 4:4-6).  Jesus said, “Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John 14:27).  That is worthwhile.


     The world offers tranquilizers, counseling, and mind-destroying drugs.  People are immersing themselves into transcendental meditation and other eastern religions as they search fruitlessly for peace.  But the world cannot grant this peace.  It only comes from God (John 14:27).


Blessedness—Happiness


     Some may believe that life can be lived without sacrifice.  How?  What worthwhile goal in life can be accomplished without sacrifices?  If we want to excel at sports or music, we have to practice.  If we want strong families, we have to sacrifice our own ambitions for the 


good of the family unit.  Sacrificing





"Pray Without Ceasing"


(I Thess. 5: 17)





   One of the most anticipated events in our roll as parents is that moment when a child says their first word. So anxious are we to hear that first communiqué that some very strange sounds are often interpreted as words. We talk to them with "baby talk" as they babble back to us for ten or twelve months and one day we hear "mom-ma" or "da-da".  We are thrilled that they have made the connection we wanted to hear and rightly so, because we have established the link by which we will communicate our expectations and desires that will shape their lives forever.  Furthermore, it is a link that expands as our instruction shapes them and they become full-grown adults leading their own lives. It is a link that we hope will never be broken.


     Would it be unreasonable then to think of God having the same anticipation for His child, to recognize the connection to Him that we have for ours? God is there for us and expects us to learn of and call upon Him for strength and growth. We have His desires and expectations for our lives through the word and he wants us to learn of Him. But, far more than that, He has given us an avenue of prayer to talk with Him and He waits anxiously for us to do so. 


     Is it any wonder then that Paul would say to God's children, "Pray without ceasing"? Many 				Cont. on page 3








FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Jack and Joyce Green; Tyra 


Jones; Michael Burke’s grandmother Melinda 


Hampson’s mother recovering from cancer 


surgery and her father is recovering from heart


surgery also; Mrs. Alice Frasier suffering from 


mini strokes; Debbie Adams  mother; Pam


 Gay’s mother; Chris Jackson as well as Joey, 


Jamie and the Jackson family; Jenna Adams’


 grandmother; Pam Martin re-fractured her 


ankle;  Theresa Dickinson’s Sister 





______________________________________


Remember


Congregation Meeting (men) June 30





VBS…………..July 15 - 19


________________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Grant Hicks


 Song Leader----Anthony Lynch


Lord's Supper---Dion Clark


   Asst. 1-----Adam Kreis 


   Asst. 2-----Zack Adams


   Asst. 3-----Sam Adams Sr.


   Asst. 4-----Perry Betterton


   Asst. 5-----Collins Boakye 


2nd Prayer---Roger Pink


Read Scripture---Bill Scott 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer---Mark Robinson 


Sunday PM Service





Special Prayer Service


Led by


Sam Adams Sr. 





Lord's Supper---Drew Bowman


Announcements—Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer---Zack Adams


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Steve Huff


 Invitation---Perry Betterton


 Closing Prayer---Jordan Huff





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














